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“Mobility Camp” Successfully Piloted in Bangladesh 

advised Shiuly to go there for prosthetic care.  Soon, Shiuly 
was fitted with a high-quality prosthetic limb by the Center 

and was walking the lanes of her village once more. 

Without this crucial referral, Shiuly would have likely gone 
back to her village on crutches, suffering unnecessarily for 

months, or even years. 

In an effort to reach out to amputees like Shiuly and other 
mobility disabled children and adults, Nalta Hospital and 
POF recently hosted a two-day “Mobility Camp”.  Using a 
variety of advertising techniques to spread the word in rural 
and remote areas, the March 23-24 event was a great success.  
Sixty-five disabled children and adults and 50 family 
members participated in the camp at the hospital.  The 
“Mobility Camp” attendees benefited from a variety of 
clinical and social programs including orthopedic evaluation 
and treatment by NHPOC staff, sports competitions for 
amputees, and an awareness-raising rally through the streets 
of Nalta.  Many patients who received evaluations were 

scheduled for further treatment in the coming weeks. 

“The ‘Mobility Camp’ clearly works in Bangladesh.  It’s a 
way to reach out to rural amputees and other disabled 
children and adults in need of orthopedic assistance,” says 

Raymond Pye, POF’s Director of Programs. 

O 
n a warm day in February 2004, Shiuly and her young 

son stood on the roadside near their village, waiting to 
catch a local taxi.  They were on their way to visit Shiuly’s 
parents in a nearby village, a much-anticipated monthly 
outing.  The boy chatted excitedly, anxious to see his beloved 
Grandpa, and receive something sweet from his doting 

Grandma. 

It wasn’t long before they saw the approaching “nosimon”, 
an open, three-wheeled van commonly used for public 
transportation in rural Bangladesh.  Holding her son in her 
arms, Shiuly climbed into the back of the vehicle and moved 
toward a n open seat.  Before she could sit down, the van 
suddenly started moving again, jarring her body backward.  
With her one free hand, Shiuly frantically reached for 
something to hold on to but it was too late.  She and her son 

were thrown from the vehicle to the road below. 

“I tried to hold my son tightly,” she remembers, “but the 
force of the van threw him from my grasp and he landed on 

the roadside.” 

Amazingly, her son survived the incident that day, 
completely uninjured.  But Shiuly was not so fortunate.  Her 
body landed directly in the path of an oncoming truck and 
before she could scramble to the side of the road, the truck 

had crushed her left leg.  

Shocked and afraid, the witnesses pulled Shiuly’s 
unconscious body into the van and rushed her to the hospital.  
After seven days of unsuccessful treatment, the doctors had 
no alternative but to amputate her leg below the knee.  Shiuly 
was devastated.  How could she care for her children without 
her leg?  How could she do the work needed to help support 

her family?   

Fortunately, the orthopedic surgeon was familiar with the 
Nalta Hospital Prosthetic Outreach Center (NHPOC) and 

Shiuly with her new artificial limb 

Mobility Camp Rally, Nalta, Bangladesh 
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Help Change Lives!  Donate Now! 

Online: www.pofsea.org/donate.htm 

By Mail: Prosthetics Outreach Foundation 
400 East Pine Street, Suite 225, Seattle, WA 98122, USA 

By Phone: (206) 726-1636 

How little it takes  

to change a life... 

$1,000 

Funds a weeklong outreach trip to 

rural amputees 

$500 

Pays for two orthopedic surgeries 

$300 

Provides a new artificial limb 

$150 

Covers clubfoot casting for one baby 

$50 

Funds essential materials & supplies 

Thank you! 

      On the Web @ www.pofsea.org 

I 
n 2006 the Prosthetics Outreach Foundation (POF) was able to bring hope and 
healing once more to hundreds of disabled children and adults in developing 

countries.  The following is a brief summary of our key accomplishments: 

� Restored mobility and independence to 486 disabled children and adults worldwide 

� Provided life-changing orthopedic surgeries for 73 disabled children and adults free 

of charge 

� Opened first prosthetics center in Sierra Leone, West Africa, serving 44 amputees, 

including first upper arm amputee (see picture on the right) 

� Successfully completed three-year USAID-supported effort to locally manufacture 

orthotic components in Vietnam 

� Introduced new, less expensive and more durable lightweight knee joints made in 

Vietnam  

Hundreds of Lives Changed in 2006 

Toan’s chores are easier with her new limb Toan awaits her new limb 

Thank you for making our work possible  

with your generous support! 



 

 

On the Web @ www.pofsea.org 

L 
ittle Toan watches inquisitively as the doctors 
wrap his leg with plaster bandages.  He has no 

way of knowing that the treatment he is receiving 
will positively change his live.  By the time Toan 
begins taking his first tentative steps, his feet will 
show no signs of the clubfoot deformity which 

severely bent his feet inward at birth. 

In Vietnam, the life opportunities for a child born 
with clubfoot are bleak.  This painful, highly visible 
congenital deformity turns otherwise healthy 
children into cripples, stealing from them their 
childhood and, often, their future.  Yet it does not 
have to be this way.  If properly managed soon after 
birth, clubfoot can be easily and affordably corrected 
before a child learns to walk.  POF is undertaking a 
project in northern Vietnam to help local medical 
staff provide early intervention clubfoot treatment 
with the hope that no more children will be limited 

by this debilitating deformity. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Baby Toan receives clubfoot treatment from doctors at  

Ha Tay Orthopedic Center. 
Read on...Help make dreams come true! 

Prosthetics Outreach Foundation 

400 East Pine Street, Suite 225 

Seattle, WA 98122-2300  

U.S.A. 

Helping the Developing World Walk Again 

New! POF Begins Clubfoot Project in Vietnam 




